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UMkSmt Matenl 

ARt mswu m&Bt You ar« leoJclng, ladiaa and gentlaaen, 
at tha goldan Gartsnidla Altar antd tha t»o goldan Gartrudla 

<r 

Croaaaa froa the world-faaoua Guelph (GWSIF) IJreaaure -* 
the moat Important piu'ohase ever made h? the Oleveland 
Xoaeum of Art and^the moat outstanding addltlmx^ ever made 
t >7 any auaexm to its collection 

KAimAtOEj Tou are ^ gw^^a at the Cleveland 

aaseum of Art dlscuaelng^tho moat valuable acquisition In 
the Muaeum— works of art which wpuld . #iiet93Jt have reached 
Cleveland If the Pruselans hadn» t irrlwa^the Hanoveriane, 
and If William Mllllken, now director emeritus of the 
Museum hadn't gotten to Frahkf Qrt-<m-Maln In the nick of 
time. 


MUSIC i*LF2Uj,_igim EA5B_':w bo_ 

A«JEs "On location** the day -by-day story of a 
great olty« Its skillful people^ and Its significant 
. events presented by Ifhe Illuminating Cmpaiqr. 

om 
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HAHKA'fORt then one walks through these amgnlfloent marble 
galleries looking at the artistic marvels of the past^ 
placed carefully In Just-right settings, little does he 
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3 ?e&lia© that to saoiire »c^6 of those works meant a race 

0 

against time and a battle of wits. For there Is a fleroe ^ 
(but genteel) o<«^etltion among art eolleeteu'a of ^e world* 
and the beat pieoes go to the shrewd and the swift. 

Here In she fl»in gallery of the Museum is the dertrudis 

7 

Portable Altar, most outstanding.jpleoe in the prioe- 
leas auelph Treasure — the only golden altar of its type 
known to exist. On the front is a figure of Ohrlst 
flanked by six Apostles standing beneath arcades of blue 
and white enamel. On the reverse aide, the Flrgln atande 
among the reiaalnlng Apostles. The altar Is a magnificent ^ 
V product of that age of gold icnown as the Romanesque period* « 
a time when gifts to the church were still so few that 
they were made of the costliest materials and presented 
only by the richest of princes. 

The Oertrudis Altar and eight other pieces of this exquisite 
and unique collection are here today because of the f(W?e- 
al^t SMl generosity of Cleveland art patrons, who even 
in the depths of the depression were steadfastly determined 
to i«ke Cleveland a true center of world art and culture. 

On learning i±iat the Treaaare was to be sold* iaillken, 
then a newly appointed director of the MuseuiB* aecured 
the permission of the trustees and flew to Frankfort on 

o 

Main. The Treasure was being put up for sale by the Mee J 
of Brunswick* a Hanoverian who was flratnotally ruined as 
a result of World War I. mere were frussians Who 
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wished to buy th« tree»uro to keap it in Oevmnf where It 
toed been Greeted, but they stubbornly refused to buy beeeuee 
doing «o would give financial aid to the Hanoverians whom 
they hated Intensely^ 

rieallsltag that art dealers from all over the world wore 
likely to bid for the Treasure, Mllllken arrived the nlg^t 
before the exhibition opened.... Se rushed to the Museum 
only to find that a very famous art colleotor fr^ Bnusels 
had arrived there first. The collector waa a specialist 
In thl* field with large holdings In the great Bank of 
lQdo-Chlcr(B H)0 aa t m ?). For a while It looked hopeless 
for Mllllken — and Cleveland, hut In the morning. Fate 
took a turn towards our town. The Brussels collector 
appeared, and pale and shaken, quietly stated that he 
could not buy after all he had Just received word that 
the Bank of Indo-Ghin^had failed. 


During the first month that this Ouelph Treasure was on 
exhibition here, 89,000 Clevelanders came to see 
a privilege which we all have becaxiao the Prussians h si fc aM 
the Hanoverians, the Bank of Indo-^Ohlno/alled, Up. 
Mllllken waa there at the right moment, intent on mflaclng 
It art-wlae — the best location In the nation# 


wja. B'm 

OOSTA0TJ Miss Perkins, 

Cleveland Art Museum 
lUBO East Blvd. 
Olevelai^d, (kilo 



